SENIOR JOURNALISTS ENRICHED ON INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

“ Adrenaline rush is what keeps me in this field of crime journalism” says Mahalingam
Ponnusamy, Editor-Input, News18Tamil Nadu, at a session with the CAJ students at
Loyola College on 20 February 2023. He has more than a decade long experience in the
field and he described the standard operating procedure and the importance of source to
uncover truth in crime journalism. Law terminology is often used to describe the grounds
of the case, and RTI’s play a major role in obtaining facts and information on the case that
a journalist is working on. The nitty gritties while working on a case and protecting the
source are a real concern. Sensationalizing a crime is immoral and should be avoided at
all cost, instead raising awareness to the populace is what a journalist should do.
Executing sting operations and difficulties faced during the times were shared by
Mahalingam which intrigued the crowd. While responding to the budding journalists on
RTI, he says that the potency of RTI is extensive, which gives the commoner an idea about
the regime and unravels a lot. Scam and its related queries were discussed and how
NGOs can confederate through a working flow on a case. Interesting examples and
experience were shared throughout the session which shone on the newer area of crime
and investigative journalism.



Crime Selvaraj a popular face that you could recognize easily when you follow up
YouTube interviews on crime reports. His lecture to the student of CAJ was all about the
stories that he had done, and sharing how to build sources to lead on investigation and
crack-up the crime. The number of sources that you build is what keeps journalists aware
and verify information. To be on good terms with cops and collect information from them
often helps. Most of the session was about the horrific incidents that he had shone light
upon. “Art is what abstains me from any of the stress disorders” he says. He had also
written books and poems with respect to crime and thriller. He advised student to know
terminology used in crime journalism, when a cop informs a murder, they use IPC while
communicating so the reporter should be erudite. Basic law and ethics while publishing
news is important, while working on cases involving minor, the name and identification
must not be disclosed, the same applies for women victims of sexual abuse and
harassment.
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