. THE BOOK LAUNCH OF MUNNATHI BY REV.FR. MARK S.J

The Department of History in collaboration with the Department of
Tamil, Department of Visual Communication and AICUF Chennai
organised the book launch of Tamil novel MUNNATHI written by Rev.
Fr. Mark, S.J. The event was organised at Lawrence Sundaram Hall on
March 12, 2021 at 10 AM. MUNNATHI is a biographical novel of Rev.
Fr. J. B. Trincal SJ (1815-1891), a French Jesuit, who preached the true
values of Christianity among people in and around W. Pudupatti
(Srivilliputhur) and many other places in Tamil Nadu. He also founded
schools to educate the masses and protected people from caste based
oppressions.

The event was graced by the members of the Society of Jesus, members
belonging toother congregations, prominent authors, thinkers, writers
and the students from the Departments of Tamil, History & Media.

Dr. Anuradha, Head of the Department of History, welcomed the
gathering. Then Rev. Dr. A. Thomas SJ, Principal, Loyola Collegespoke
and applauded the herculean efforts of Rev. Fr. Mark SJ. He expressed
that the impact that will be felt in our lives after reading thebookwill be
huge. Rev. Dr. Irudayaraj, SJ, Head of the Department of Viscom
recollected Fr. Mark’s first novel ‘Suvargal’ and how the novel was used
in stage drama during his student days to raise social awareness and
educate people. He also expressed that this kind of historical novel is a
new method of writing in the Tamil literary world.

Appreciating Fr. Mark’s contribution to literature, Rev. Dr. Jebamalai
Irudayaraj SJ, Provincial, Jesuit Chennai Province shared that the writer
is deeply concerned about Dalits and their liberation. Other notable



dignitaries who reviewed the book were Dr. Bernard D’ Sami,
Coordinator, LISSTAR, Mr.Yaakan (Writer and Activist) and Ms. Bama
(Writer & Feminist). The book was released by Rev. Fr. Provincial and
the first copy was received by renowned actor & director and the Chief
Guest Mr. Ponvannan.Then the Chief Guest spoke on the salient features

of the book that captivated him most.

Rev. Fr. Mark S.J then gave an overview of his book. He went on to
state the challenges that he went through in his life to capture the true
details, events and stories for writing his book. The event came to a fine
close with the vote of thanks by the AICUF Club of Loyola.
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Arturo Sosa, 5.J. (Jesuvil Superior General, Rome)
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