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PART A

I  Answer any SIX of the following questions in not less than 150 words each.  

        (6x5 = 30 marks) 

1. Consider Thoreau’s ‘Walden’(“Where I Lived And What I Lived For”) from the deep ecological perspective.

2. What does Cheryll Glotfelty envisage as the future directions of ecocriticism?

3. What impact did Arne Naess’ treatise on ‘Deep Ecology’ have on the studies of nature literature thereafter?

4. .Treat ‘Ecopoetics’ as an interdisciplinary study.

5. .According to Chief Seattle ,a human being is just a strand in “The Web of Life”. How does Fritjof  Capra justify it in his defence of ‘Deep Ecology’?

6. How has “Green Studies” evolved in England?

7. Approach the works of  William Wordsworth from the romantic ecological point of view. 

8. Trace the deterioration of ‘oikoses’ from the ancient times through the medieval period to the modern times, following the model of Dr. Nirmal Selvamony.

PART B

II  Answer the following questions in about 300 words each. 
      (2x20 = 40 marks) 

9. A.K.Ramanujan writes, “The actual objective landscapes of Tamil country become the interior landscapes of Tamil poetry”. Elaborate.

(OR)

Every sign is a union of signifier and signified, according to Saussure. In Tinai poetics, a whole language of signs is created by relating the landscape as the signifier to the appropriate human feelings as the signified. Elucidate.

10. How far does Emerson influence Thoreau in his treatment of nature? Analyse Thoreau’s ‘Walden’ in  the light of Emerson’s essays, “Self-reliance” and “Nature”.

(OR)

“Ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between literature and the physical environment”, thus avers Cheryll Glotfelty. Put forward your arguments supporting this definition.

PART C

III  APPLIED CRITICISM

Scrutinise the following literary texts individually within the given parameters: 

a. Identify the ‘oikoses’ in the text.

b. Establish the relation of one ‘oikos’ with the other ‘oikoses’.
c. Compare the ‘oikos’ of one text with the  ‘oikoses’ of other comparable texts. 

11. Text 1  






(15 marks)

I am tired,

I am tired doing the 10th March ritual,

screaming from the hills of Dharamsala.

I am tired,

I am tired selling sweaters on the roadside,

40 years of sitting,

waiting in dust and spit.

I am tired,

eating rice ‘n’ dal

and grazing cows in the jungles of Karnataka.

I am tired,

I am tired dragging my dhoti

in the dirt of Manju Tila*.

I am tired,

I am tired fighting for the country

I have never seen .

-Tenzin Tsundue







* Manju Tila — Tibetan camp in Delhi

12. Text 2 







(15 marks)

Wrong Man In Workers’ Paradise

Every day they met and every day he said to her. “Girl of the silent torrent, give me one of your clay pitchers. I shall draw pictures on it.”

She yielded at last. She gave him one of her pitchers.

The man started painting. He drew line after line, he put colour after colour.

When he had completed his work, the girl held up the pitcher and stared at its sides, her eyes puzzled. Brows drawn, she asked:

“What do they mean, all those lines and colours? What is their purpose?”

The man laughed.

“Nothing. A picture may have no meaning and may serve no purpose.”

-Rabindranath Tagore 
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